

FILLMORE TOWNSHIP
ESTABLISHED 1849
ALLEGAN COUNTY

FILLMORE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES
November 11, 2025 7pm 

1. Call to Order.
Supervisor John Yonker called the meeting to order, opened with prayer and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Roll Call.
Members Present: John Yonker, Elaine Mokma, Bob Yonker, Leah Folkert and Chuck Schaap.
Members Absent: None.
3.	Late Agenda Items.
	a.	Herrick District Library
	b.	Allegan County Eagleview 2026 and 2029 Flight Participation Survey.
4.	Fillmore/Overisel Deputy.
	Officer Wei Chen submitted the following report;
	a.	There were 89 calls for October 2025, 53 calls for Fillmore Township and 36 calls for Overisel 	Township.
5.	Graafschap Fire Department.
	Fire Chief Doug DenBleyer submitted the following report;
	a.	A total of 69 calls for October 2025. There were 10 medical/rescue calls and 4 fire calls for Fillmore 	Township. 8 fire calls and no medical/rescue to other agencies also 1 assist from another agency.
6.	Hamilton Fire Department.
	The October 2025 report was taken for information.
7.	Overisel Fire Department.
	The October 2025 report was taken for information.
8.	Allegan County Commissioner.
	Commissioner Craig VanBeek, being absent with notice, submitted a written report. He also included an update of 123 Net progress in Allegan County and an Q3 Update for Allegan County Economic Development Commission.
9.	Fillmore Township Public Meeting Comment Resolution.
	To provide rules to address the public comments during the Public Comment portion of meetings, including public hearings of Fillmore Township, and the Open Meetings Act;
	A Motion was brought by Leah Folkert and 2nd by Chuck Schaap to adopt the Public Meeting Comment Resolution as presented.
	PASSED BY ROLL CALL VOTE: Bob Yonker – YES, Chuck Schaap – YES, John Yonker – YES, Elaine Mokma – YES and Leah Folkert – YES.
	PASSED 5-0.
	The agenda will be changed to include 2 public comments – one for the agenda and the 2nd for anything else.
10.	Allegan County Road Commission.
	a.	The Board received the 2025 Paser ratings for Fillmore Township. The Road Commission requests a 	plan in December 2025 for chip seal, crack seal or paving in 2026.
	b.	The annual meeting for the Primary Road Millage program. There will be one meeting to be held on 	January 7, 2026 at 7pm.
11.	Public Comment.
	a.	Duane Zuverink wondered if the agenda could be placed with Board minutes enabling individuals 	to receive notification.
	b.	Jennifer Graham wonders if ditches on 141st Ave. could be cleaned. She also commended the Board 	for a unified decision regarding the Interlocal Agreement for Hamilton Fire Department at the recent 	October 28, 2025 special meeting with Heath, Manlius Township and the Hamilton Fire Board.
	c.	Emma Styff VanOss questioned the agreements between Graafschap Fire Department, Overisel Fire 	Department and Fillmore Township. Fire Board member Bob Yonker stated the Township pays per 	run for Overisel Fire Department and the Township owns a percentage of Graafschap Fire 	Department which is based on the Township’s SEV.


12.	Fillmore Township Board of Trustees Minutes – October 14, 2025.
	Upon review of the October 14, 2025 minutes as presented;
	Leah Folkert stated that #15 should read John Yonker and not Bob Yonker.
	A Motion was made by Leah Folkert and 2nd by Bob Yonker to approve these minutes with the above correction.
	PASSED 5-0.
13.	November 4, 2025 Special Election.
	Clerk Mokma reported on the November 4, 2025 Special Election, the Fire and First Response Renewal Millage Proposition passed with a vote of 401/153. The Water/Sewer Renewal Millage Proposition passed with a vote of 280/270. The Library Millage Proposition passed with a vote of 329/223. Voter turn out was 23.92% of the registered voters, 554 votes being cast.
14.	Fillmore Township Planning Commission.
	Planning Commission member Chuck Schaap reported on the November 3, 2025 quarterly meeting.
	The Planning Commission had 4 items of new business;
	a.	Fillmore Township Zoning Map.
	b.	Fillmore Township Zoning Ordinances.
	c.	Fillmore Township Master Plan Noti– reviewed every 5 years.
	d.	Rezoning Request to be considered at the December 1, 2025 meeting.
	Chuck Schaap and John Yonker explained items a, b and c for the audience. 
15.	Fillmore Township Zoning Board of Appeals – no report.
16.	Supervisor Updates.
	a.	Notification was received from the Allegan County Finance Departments	regarding the Law 	Enforcement Contract. Effective January 1, 2026, there will be a 5% increase for the Township 	Deputy. Monthly costs of $4,459.69 to $4,683.75.
	b.	Due to vandalism at Cottonwood Park the parking lot light and pole need to be replaced.
		A Motion was brought by Elaine Mokma and 2nd by Chuck Schaap to accept the bid from Gates 	Electric of $3,175.00.
		PASSED 5-0.
	c.	Windemuller Builders continue with the replacement of the boardwalk at Cottonwood Park.
	d.	Fillmore Township ZBA will remain a 3 member with 2 alternate member Board. Some consideration 	had been given to that Board become a 5 member; however 2 alternates would still be needed.
17.	Treasurer’s Report
	General Fund
	Balance on Hand October 1, 2025		$272,020.70    
	Receipts					$254,774.51				     	
	Disbursements				$346,958.66
	Balance on Hand October 31, 2025		$179,836.55
	CD’s 
	General Fund			                $1,732,972.90
	Total General Fund		                $1,912,809.45
Utility Fund
	Balance on October 1, 2025		$  94,216.77
	Receipts					$         243.79
	Disbursements				$     5,208.73
	Balance on Hand October 31, 2025		$  89,251.83
	Outstanding Checks of 			$     2,370.38
	Bank Statement Balance			$  91,622.21





	Treasurer Folkert presented the following;
	a.	 Water Fund Deficit Elimination Plan. The Township had submitted this to the State last month, but 	the State needed more details. Auditors added a last paragraph to make it compliant for the State of 	Michigan.
	A Motion was brought by Bob Yonker and 2nd by Elaine Mokma to accept and have Clerk sign this Plan.
	PASSED BY ROLL CALL VOTE: Bob Yonker – YES, Chuck Schaap – YES, John Yonker – YES, Elaine Mokma – YES and Leah Folkert – YES.
	PASSED 5-0.
	b.	Positive Pay Fraud Detection Solution. 
This is an automated fraud detection tool that helps prevent unauthorized check and ACH transactions from being proceeded. The cost is $50.00/month/account.
A Motion was brought by Bob Yonker and 2nd by Chuck Schaap to put the Positive Pay Fraud Detection Solution in place for the General Fund.
PASSED 5-0.
c.	ACH payment options for property taxes will be included for Fillmore Township residents with the 2025 winter bills.
d.	Direct deposit – Fillmore Township payroll.
A Motion was brought by Bob Yonker and 2nd by Elaine Mokma to approve the change in payroll checks.
PASSED 4-1, Chuck Schaap apposing.
18.	Monthly Bills
	Upon review of the bills as presented;
	A Motion was received from Leah Folkert and 2nd by Elaine Mokma to approve the bills as presented, those bills being Payroll, General Fund, Utility Fund.
	A payment of $80,000 payable to Graafschap Fire Department coming from ARPA to cover equipment.
	The remainder of the ARPA funds will be used to pay a portion of the new 55” monitor screen.
PASSED 5-0.
19.	Late Agenda Items.
	a.	Allegan County Eagleview 2026 and 2029 Flight Participation Survey.
	A Motion was brought by Leah Folkert and 2nd by Elaine Mokma to approve the Allegan County Eagleview  2026 and 2029 Flight Participation Survey.
	PASSED 5-0.
	Supervisor Yonker to notify Allegan County of the Township’s decision.
	b.	Herrick District Library.
	The bill for the 2025-2026 contract will be paid. The contract that the Township has with Herrick District Library will be negotiated in 2026.
20.	Adjournment.
There being no other business presented to the Planning Commission:
The Public Hearing was adjourned by consensus at 8:00.
Passed 4-0

Respectfully Submitted

Elaine Mokma, Clerk
Fillmore Township

I, Elaine Mokma, Clerk, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and original copy of the meeting action as passed by the Fillmore Township Board of Trustees on November 11, 2025 at 7:00 pm, which was held in accordance with the Open Meetings Act of the State of Michigan.

Signed _____________________________________________________                   Date _________________________________




